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SECTION 1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Trail Overview

The First Wilderness Trail FWT is a companion prigeitte First Wilderness Heritaggegment
(FWHC), an intemunicipal regional revitalization initiative for nine communities along the Upper
Hudson River. It provides a detailed inventory and analysis of the resources of the FWHC in order
to developa 99mile long recreational trail from the Village of Corinth to the hamlet of Tahawus

in the Town of Newcomb. The proposed trail system will traverse a variety of landscapes as it
reconnects the rural and urban communities bordering the Hudson Riverhkithg, biking and

water trails. The factors that determine the route for tR®/Twere land ownership, existing trail
infrastructure, connectivity to local communities, public access, land use regulations, natural
features, and trail construction regements.

The objectives for the FWHC and associated FWT are to:

A Create a standardized natural surface sidgéek trail within the FWHC which is publicly
accessible for a majority of the year;

Construct a designated trail for hiking and mountain lgkin

Provide views and access to the Hudson River and adjacent mountains;

Provide wild river and forest experiences;

Adhere to the principles of sustainable trails and use wilderness type concepts to limit the
visual and environmental impact of trail work;

Gonnect communities adjacent to the Hudson River; and

Utilize and connect to existing trail systems wherefeasible

> v > >
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The First Wilderness Trail (FWT) is envisioned as a natural surfacetrsiokleilderness type

path within a 3to 6-foot cleared opemg with a potential expansion to a hardenede®t wide

trail where it passes near or through communities. Many of the roadways and paths adjacent to
the river meet the sustainable hiking, mountain biking, and backcountry skiing trail standards as
they were historically developed for horse and wagon and foot travel. Roadways developed for
motorized travel generally exceed sustainable trail grades and are therefore inappropriate for
mountain biking and backcountry ski trailsll existing trailshave the capacity tenhance the
historical experience and reduce construction cdberefore all existingtrails in the vicinity of

the FWT were identified, evaluated and prioritized for their potential use.

Several preceding regional plangimitiatives provided the foundation for the FWT. Tiiest
Wilderness Heritag&egmentMaster Plan (2000proposed the development and coordination
2F NBIAZ2YyIf NBaz2dzNOSa F2N aiKS ONBIFOGAzZ2Yy 27F
Northern HudsorSegmendé ® Hiré Wilderness HeritaggegmentAction PlarlUpdate (2016)
Provides pecific economic development initiatives and projects that are consistent with the
mission of the FWHQhe First Wilderness HeritageegmentMarketing and Promotion Plan
(2016)guides how the FWT will be integrated into the region and marketedatential trail
users. It provides thatineraries and recreation experiences should be tailored to specific user
groups including residents, traveling day recreationists, raayi (lodging) recreationists, long
trail hikers, and campers.
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Implementation Considerations

The volume and complexity of land ownership and local regulations associated with the proposed
route for the FWT may result in the construction of individual trail segments before the
development of recommended connections between trailreegts. The successful completion

of a few trail segments near communities and on public lands may spur interest in expanding the
trail onto adjacent private land sections. Separate negotiation plans for private and public
landowners should be developed teduce inefficiency and increase the probability of the
successful implementation of the FWT.

Appendix A presents a few partnership options for expanding recreational trails, including
easements, revocable trail agreements, and the gifting or sale dlafippendix B includes a
copy of the New York State Recreational Use Statute along with a sample trail use agreement
whose language can be incorporated in an agreement with relevant landowners. The feasibility
of the future construction of the FWT will lmketermined by the ability to negotiate access for
trails, gain approvals for amendments to State Land Unit Management Plans (UMPSs), create
implementation plans, develop funding streams for trail engineering and construction, and be
able to hire enough ladr for the trail construction.

Publicizing the potential economic and health benefits of the FWT to local governments,
recreation groups and recreatiemased businesses and other local stakeholders is necessary for
acquiring trail needed access throughvate land recreation easements and amendments to
State Land UMPs.



Final Layout of the First Wilderness Trail Pagel|4

SECTION 2 REGIONAL CONTEXT

Recreation Network

The recreational trail network is continually expanding in communities on both sides of the
Hudson Rivesegment Some of the trail initiatives are regional in scope crossing many counties
and states, others are trail loop systems within stited management areas and recreational
facilities, and many are trail systems sponsored by municipalities. The systems that would impact
the effectiveness of the FWT include the following:

North Country Trail

The North Country National Scenic T(AICNS)is the longest in the National Trails System,
stretching 4,600 miles over 7 states from the middle of North Dakota to the Vermont border of
New York. Th&lCNSTraverses through a National Grassland, 10 National Forests, more than
150 federal, state antbcal public lands; near three of the Great Lakes; past countless farmlands;
through large cityscapes; over many rivers; and through the Adirondsicksaged by the North
Country Trail Association (NCTA), a 501(c) 3pmofit organization of volunteerslang the
sevenstate trail and elsewhere, the NCTA partners with the National Park Service in bringing the
North Country Trail to local communitids. New York the NCNST is a tota207 miles (103 off
road/104 onroad)from the western border of the Adondack Parko the Crown Point Bridge.
Theeastto westrunning NCNST will intersect tiseuth to north running FWT at a point near
North Creek.
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Chester Challenge Trail Network

Through state grant money from the Gldralls
|l 2aLAdrtQa | SFHfAGK tN
of Chester designed the Chester Challenge

incentivize physical fitness, personal wellneg |*

and the exploration of the regional trai
network. The Chester Challenge is comprised
11 newly designated &ils in 8 locations
totaling more than twenty miles. Trails var
from moderate climbs to level terrain. Hiker
that visit at least six of the trails can receive
Chester Challenge pin and bragging righ
among their peers. The new trails includ
routes upthree peaks around Loon Lake, ju
south of Schroon Lake. They offer a series
views that take in Crane, Gore, Moxhar
Panther and Kipp Mountains, and Schrog
Lake, Hoffman Mountain and the High Peaks
the north. The FWT will make a connection
Chesi SNDa ySig2N] 2T
George Wild Forest lands at East Hudson Ri
Drive.

e &
2407 [ 4 | Chester Challenge Trail System

e

Schroon Lake Trail Network

(0p))

c26y

The neighboring Town of Schroon is in the process of developing a Townwide Trail Plan that will
create an organized network of trails amdset of adventure experiences designed to draw
individuals and families to the existing trails and trail systems throughout the community. This
tourism concept could be extended outside the town boundaries offering hikers several places
to hike in varios communities over multiple days. There is a potential to develop FWT tralil
connections to Schroon Lake through the Town of Minerva potentially via the NCNST.
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SECTION 3 TRAIIAREAS

TheFinal Layout of the First Wilderness Heritage Tsallvidedby townshipinto eighttrail arees.
Eacharea includes trailsegmentswhich emphasize the connections between communities
trailheads angoints of interestwithin the trail area Trail segmert are individual project® be
implementedwithin each trail areaA profile of each Trail Area and its segments is accompanied
by maps detailing the route and type of trail along with the location of parking, kayak launches,
train stations, and other points of interest.

The following lists the tradreasand the corrsponding traisegments

TRAIL AREA 1: Town of Corinth to Town of Hallllalye Luzerne
A Corinth Park and Beach Rroposed Takeout

TRAIL AREA 2: Town of HadlegkelLuzerne to Town of Warrensburg
A Proposed Takeoub Bear Slides Trailhead

TRAIL AREA 3: Tawef Warrensburg to Town of Chester
A Segment A: Bear Slides Trailhead to Hickory Hill Ski Area
A Segment B: Hickory Hill Ski Area to Hudson River Nature Trails
A Segment C: Hudson River Nature TrailBatter Brook Road

TRAIL AREA 4: Town of Chester
A Potter Brook Road to Riparius Bridge

TRAIL AREA 5: Town of Johnsburg
A Riparius Bridge to Johnsburg Town Hall

TRAIL AREA 6: Town of Chester to Town of Minerva
A Johnsburg Town Hall to Moxham Mountain Trailhead

TRAIL AREA 7: Town of Minerva to TowrNewcomb
A Segment A: Moxham Mountain Trailhead to North Woods Club Road
A Segment B: North Woods Club Road to Huntley Pond and the Blue Ledges Trailhead
A Segment CHuntley Pond and th8lue Ledges Trailhead Rolaris Club Bridge

TRAIL AREA 8: Town of Newcomb
A Segment APolaris Club Bridge State Route 28N
A SegmenB: State Route 28N to Great Camp Santanoni
A SegmenC Great Camp Santanoni to Santanoni Range Trailhead
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FIRST

FIRST WILDERNESS TRAIL
Trail Area 1:

Town of Corinth to Town of Hadley /Lake Luzerne 2=4
'WILDER NESS
Trail Description Corinth Park and Beach tRockwell Falls cosrivos
Trail Area 1 includes a watbased trail on the Hudson River from the Corinth Boat Launch at the
Corinth Park and Beach égproposed takeoun the Town of Hadleylhis trailsegments located

on a portion of the Hudson River that is navigable in both directiopstream and downstreain

This trail would provide a paddleased water craft route conmged to existing infrastructure
that would be accessible to recreationists with a wide range of abilities.

The longterm development ofthe water-basedtrail route connectingthe towns of Corinth
Hadleyand Luzerne wouldequire a committed and intensive effort by local citizeAsmajor
benefit of this trailareais the community connection between Corintdadley and.uzerne by a
river-based experience. The river has historically formed this connesafiich the proposedrail
segmentwould reinforce. There are existing rivesased businesses that could benefit from
rentals of boats and shuttles. In additioaccess pointsn this trail areaare in developed
communities where food and lodging services available.

Thenecessary infrastructure is in plaéar the proposed trail segment ithis trail areato be
initiated immediately.Alternative landbased trails were discussed in the 2014 Conceptual
Framework for First Wilderness Heritage Trail report tuere declared infeasibleA major
reason for the choice of a water route for this traggmentis the lack of public lands and the
number of private parcels that would require easements in the towns of Corinth and Hadley.
Further investigatioroutside the scope of this projeuitill be required to determine the feasibility

of landbasedalternatives

Water Access Points
Town of CorinttBoat LaunchUpperHudson River Boat Launch

Points of Interest
Hudson River; Corinth Park & Beach; River Road Campgrounds; Upper Hudson River Boat Launch;
Corinth Free Library

Amenities

Restaurants, shops, bars, and parks off Main Street iddiwentown of Corinthy Upper Reservoir
Recreation Area in Corinthkccommodations, restaurants, bars, and shops in the downtown of
Lake Luzerne

Connector Trails
First Wilderness Heritage Trail Cahifrail Linkage (planned)
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Planning Support

A Town of Corinth Comprehensive Plan (2008)

A Village and Town of Corinth Joint Economic Development Committee Strategic Downtown
Enhancement Plan (2003)

Town of Corinth Trail Linkage Plan (2D1

First Wilderness H#age SegmentAction Plan Update (2016)

Town of Lake Luzern&aterfront Revitalization Strategy and Comprehensive Plan (2010)
Hadley Hamlet PlaRedestrian Linkage Study and Main Street Improvement Plan (2006)
Hadley Hamlet Master PIg2004)

> v > >

Implementation Strategy

Work with the Town of Lake Luzerne tmnstructa takeaut at the proposed siteBefore
proceeding,tiis recommended that a feasibility study be completed to determine the viability of
the project Atakeoutat the proposedksiteis required forthe recommended watebased route

to be feasible.

Trail Segments
Corinth Park and Beach teroposed Takeout
Length(existing/proposed); 5.5 mileg5.5/0)

APA LantUseClass Hamlet(Corinth) Moderate IntensityHadley)
DEQ.ands None
Trailheads & Parking Corinth Park & Beaclgtate Route B, Town of Corinth; Upper Hudso

River Boat Launch, Boat Launch Dr, Town of Hadley
Surface & Accessibility Publicly accessible and navigapbeldlebased water craft route
Signage Descriptive signage at trailheads

Phase of Development Planning

AR 5 : e 3
Corinth Park and Beach Boat Launch Upper Hudson River Boat Launch
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